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LO!IIXlN O.B.B. C. - HJ\MILTONIAN LIBRARY 

~ - some good friends to help us complete series for the 
library . Can you assis t with nny of the following? 

Magnets: 751, 820, 821, 822, 858, 659, 984 , 1032 , 1633, 

Gems : 755, 700 . 

S .0.1. : 169. 

Offered - a copy of our printed and illustrated catnlogue t o anyone 
--- who sends me two 3d stamps (NOT an SAE). 

Hon, Librarian - Roger Jenkins , 
"The Fir s , " 

Eastern Rosd, 
Havo.nt, Hant s.. - - -- --- -- ------·------ - ----- -- -' 

~ : Boy 's Fr iends , Heralds, Realms ; Vols . Captain , B.O.P; 
Chums (Annuals, runs) Bunter books; Holiday Annunls 1927, 
1929 , Bound vol . Big Budget; other O. B.B 1s, 

G. HARRISON, P.O. BOX 173, Ji!ill!Q!, HAWKE BAY, !!Ell ZEALAND. 

DISPOSAL: 
Sets of C. Ds., Vols . 2 to 6 , odd Nos. of Vol. 1. to 6. Many l:l tc r 
iss ues . 'Dime Novel Round-Up ' 1940-56 - se veral complete ye:irs. 
' Collector's Miscollcny ' 1945- 53 . Bound Vol s . ' Chums ' 1894- 1940, 
' D.O.Ps , • 1890-1940 , 'Captains' 1900-19 20 (some vo l s , not in 
publishers covers) , S,A,E , det ails :-

J , R, SWAN, 3 FITTH AVENllE, PADDING'fON, I.ONDON, W, 10, 

'Phone : after 8 at night - LAD, 6759 

FOR SALE: GOO: 1559, 1579, 1580 , 1582 , 1589, 1585 , - 3/ - each , 
SCHOOLBOYS OWNS: 123 - 10/ -, 341 - 6/ 6. 

53 WALLASEY PARK, BELFAST 14. 



COLLECTORS. DIC.£'ST 
FOUNDED in 1946 by HERBERT LECKDIBY 

... Vg.t , ... J!l .................................. Not .. 20'J ....................................... ~Y, .. J .964 ........................ Pri ce ... 2s , ... Od, . 

WHAT AllOUT RAFFLES? 
Dees anybody know exac tly how many short stories were written by 

E, ii , Hornung featuring his famous charncter A, J , Raffles? My own 
volume seems oddly i ncomplete , Ccwprising fourte en stories, it 
starts off wi th "The Ide s of March" which, fairly obviously, was tho 
first one written. Aa one re ads on, c;ontinuity is uneven . 

Very soon Raffles is suspected by Detective Mackenzie , o.nd all 
t oo soon we find Buney Manders going to prison, while Raffles dies , 
even th o"8h the death is later proved 11 fake , 

I t seems to me that the stories in my volum e were sel ect ed frcm 
a larg e number of stories of Raffles, though I have no proof thut 
such is the case , I have seen Raffles on the stage, o.nd also in at 
l east two films, Presumably these were based on one or more of the 
Raffles s tories , but each had the common factor of Raffles escaping 
from his flat by wey of a secret exi t throlJ8h a grandfather clock, 
There is no referenc e to such a clock in any story in my volume , 

The stories were ...rt ttan towards th e close of the l as t century , 
m,,.,,,. ,., .. ,H . .,,. .... ......,. .... _,.._.,.,.H .. 'l•ltl"""'"'''"""""""'"""'""""'"""'"""'"'"'"""'"'"'"'"'''""''"''""'' '"'"""'ll/l,""'"'""""""'"'"""" 
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and even -nov, more than 60 years later, they make pleasant reading, 
Morally , the t ales must clearly be suspect - we a re invit ed to sym
pathise with the criminals and to )lope that they " get away with it ," 
To-day, of course , it is normal to sympathise with criminal s and t o 
pey scan t a ttention t o their victims, though fiction glorifying crime 
has been more rare in rec ent time s , Until fairly recently , a film 
in which th e criminel "got away with it" would be unlik ely t o pass 
the Board of Censors , Pri estley, in his delightful plcy "Laburnum 
Grove " made hi s hero a count~ rf eite r (superbly played on stage and 
screen by the l ate F.dnnmd Gwenn), but at the finish ho left us with 
the id ea that the l aw would probably catch up with the criminal ere 
long, 

In lat&-Victorian and Edwardian times it was not rare to find 
criminals gl orifi ed , Cheape r fiction often prese nt ed convicts with 
hea;ts of gold, burgl a rs who robbed th e ri ch t o give to th e poor , and 
old logs who were heroes , Students of comic papers will recal l Tom, 
the Ticket of Leave Man, and Portland Bill - gentleman who became more 
respectable as Tom, th e ~lenll8erie Man, and Butterfly Bi ll , a s tim e 
pas sed , It i s probable that th e ·comic paper.:, ' dalliance with the 
underworld may have been r esponsib le for the dim eye which some 
pnrent s ·turned upon comic p,1pers i n general , · 

Raffles , the gentleman crook, cricketer and man-about - town , 
undoubt edly gave i nspir:ition to other wri t ars as year.:, pas s ed, Lan
c35t er , who starred in one of th e really grea t series in t he Magnot , 
seemed to owe n grea t deal to Raffl es , 

In th e nineteen - thirties, Raffles was li nked with Sext on Blake 
in at l east one story writt en by Barry Parowne. I think there wer e 
one or two otherst but the one I recall, "Sexton Blako versus Raffles " 
was quit e succ essful , even though Raffles was something of an anachr
onism in the nineteen-thirties , Be needed a setting of hansom-cabs 
in a go.s- li t London. Barry Perowne also wrot e a fairl y l engthy series 
of Raffles for the periodical "J ohn Bull " (just a fter the war, I 
think) , and the se were su rpri s ingly good, set as they were i n th e 
correct period , They were what we , in the c l an, cal l subst itute 
s tori es , but I was not sufficiently immured in Raffles lore to find 
comparisons odious . 
WGLISB, AS IT IS SFOKE AND WRITI 

F.ducation authorities ar e perturbed at the large proportion of 
fai1ures among candidates fo r the G, C,E, English Language exsmination , 
It i s suggested that young peopl e to-day fail in English because they 
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do not r ead - they ei tiler watch tolevision or skim thro ugh picture 
s t ories . We think it a feasib l e sugg estion. 

It is further sugges t ed that to o much time is given in schoo l s 
to teaching grammar. For ours elv es, we do not s ee bow one can expect 
good English if grammar is not t aught . One can hardly be a success 
ful writ e r without some knowl edge of grammar, ex cept, pos s ibly , in th e 
s phere of modern American t hrillers , 

The authoriti es are debating whethe r t o tak e al l grammar que s tions 
out of examina tion papers , Ylhich, to our way of thinking, would be 
taking di s cipline out of th e exams - in the same way t ha t it has be en 
tak en out of most oth er walk s of modern life , 

Youngst ers f ail in exams because they have not work ed hard 
enough, And thllt, after all , i s tho cause of most failur es in lif e , 

THE EDITOR 

THE SCHOOL BELL 
by L, S . Elliott 

I t might be of interest to those who fin:i pl easure in odd i tems 
to consid er for a few moments the famous s tory of council school boya 
and girls which appeared originally in CHIPS under the titl e of "The 
Schoo l Bell , " Thi s was prior t o th e first l(Orld war, but th e s t ory 
was reprint ed t wice , much later on , 

YOUNG BRITAIN featured it as "Just Boys and Girls" in the early 
nin ete en- twenti es, I n th e l as t fev weeks of THE BOY'S FRIEND ( the 
declining period), a ft er Rookwood had departed fran its page s , "The 
School Bell" appe<1red y e t aga in , this time under its original title, 

SALE or EXCHANGE for Old Boya ' Books 
200 "School Fri ends " 1950-56 , 250 11Picturego ers" 1949-60 , 250 "War 
Illustrated" 1939-46. Comple t e Se t (except 1) weekly and fortnightly 
parts , 

Cl!AFMAN = 351 BARROW ROAD, BARTON-ON-HUMBER. 

FOR SALE: 2/6 each , 49 Gems betwe en No, 1557 and No, 1663, 
Postag e extra , S,A . E, first, pl ease, 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, 
""'HIH_H.,,,,,.,.. .. _,,.,,..,Hlfll"ll"""""'llll'/l,.Hlllflll/UH,.,/lmH<mWHmll,t,.,,_,,,_,,.,.,,.,,,_.,,,..,,,.,,,,,.,_,.,,,,_,,,,,,,NN/1'""""'""'"'"""'"""""'" 
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DANNY'S DIARY 

~ b hopping mad onr the t ncreue ln i ncome taX . ttr. Lloyd George pruented 

hl• But11et on Hq 4th al'¥1 U\e tu on W>eamed Ince• has been ratted to 1/4 In the c . 

For earoed I~ the t.aX U 9d ln the 1:. D.:I •• tt•a qult.e tolc:tqut toose , 'lllblch 

a.1st ...., drHdrul. 'lbtN ta a new Al>fl' t.az on Incomes oYtr C},000 , but that won' t 
atr eot Dad. 

The nag.net bu been fair to mJ.ddltnc again th la month. The tint •ton' ._. 
•cokert a Pl ot• In 1'tltch Coker mde the Rltl)ve think they had got a cricket •tch wt th 

the Trolan• - and then they nent.ually did get a aatoh. This •u th e aQlle plot aa a 
St.or')' called 1 Tht Wrong Tew l o tbe C• .,.. i.lme co , thou&ll tbat ...., about f ootball . 

•Colter's P1oi, aa QUltt a aooa gory , tiut t ,ias bored "ltb the n,n one , •Tbe U'llmlted 

Guut&41. Lord Haulnercr Invited tbe FIIDOUS Plvt to spend a wttk-end In the c«l"ltry 

with hlo at a place called Lln Oak.s, but , by a trick , their pl.o.ee.& were iaken by 

Bol sover, Bunt.er, ancl Slr.l Mer . Bolaover pret ended to be LOrd Na1l evenr . I t waa a 

poor tale, I though t. 
Then came another Colter t.a.le, • Rcugb on Cok... Convict 44 escaped rro11 prtaon, 

and Coker dN1Nd up u a conTlct and ,.. arNated b1 P. c . Toier. ' Cornered' •u 
abOut rt~ er T. Flab tat tna over Nrt . Ntcl>lt ' s tuck.shop and cha.rains bu&• prtces ror 
tflat he sold. 

•The Boy rroa the PIU'lfl was a &OOd story, thou&h It ,ras a bad title . Sir HarTY 

Bt auclerc dtd not want to 10 to CNl1trlars, ,o ht sent Jaot Mol t , 'lllbo was his rose.tr 

brot her, In hi• place . Jeck was a nice lad, but ht dropped bta hateht1 , ., tbe7 callec:1 

hta • sir •Any.• 
One Satt.a"doy earlY In Nq , ttu::I, Dou&, and 1 ""1 t to SoutheDd-en--6ta tor tbe ~. 

~:,t:n~~ q~~~;e=~~orl 4
b~ayb::nt:U~:he~ l ~ W:e c:iM,S 0:0::; :.!n1 

~8: o~th 

f"Nda that ht was ,otne. 
I Ulou&ht lh• loottd rather sour about 1t. Sh e tlutttred her Q"elaJhes and hid: 

• tter,t per-son to his tutt , Douglas. l'c:i arreto tbat l ooul«i •t bt Htn at any nac:rt 

on the &a.st Cout ei:cept F"r lnton-<ln-Sta .• 
I to ld Doug ort erwards tha t t thought Fred o was t ot enough t.o be ate n SlYl'fflen, ano 

Doug said: •shut up , you,• 
W• had a lo•el.7 t toe at Southend. Tile return tare f f'OII Fencb1rch StNet tenntnua 

1, 2/6 , and "" an-J•ed at Soutbend at about e ln en. 1he Ration ta rllbt In tb• a1d41e 

or the towi, and the r ~Uway br td&e 1011 rl&ht across one or the 11&1n at.N eu . 
It .., a aimy day and the tlrst tblng ,.. did as to haYe a rid e on lht Boulnard 

tr ams. These 4N cars ooll ed tout--racka, and th ey do a COfll)lete ci rcle , start. Inc 

t ram the 8IIUlltCDent part. called the Kursaol . The cars 10 rJlht alone. tht sea-front to 

Thorp e Bq , and then tum inland to run throu&b th e Boul eTarda on Naened 1le ept"T

treck to So.itbcburcb. We wen told tbo.t thta ~ or th e Soutbend «rat ta _. onl.7 lai d 

dOIIW1 end opened last year , and whoeTer did It wns a:,st •11ru1. n. e lhnlba Sld t.Nta 

and flower-btd s "8rt aet out tn a mo1t btaut tt'Ul way, and ln places the tracks Mened 

J"OWld very old tNes Whleh wOUld otherwt&e M n had to be ohoPPed d(W). nae cars took 

on entire ly olrcu\ar rout t back tq tho lura&al. 
fltero an a lot ot t.reu I n Soutbend , all palllted greeri'. Host or the ere 

co't'U'ed-tn at w i.op , d'd on the J n . 6 lns. 1auc• thtJ' l ook al.Cloat top-bea.'1' • TheN 

are also IOIII ~tq,per1 , Md, of ooune , tbe tooltrtlcka • 
........... We~ lwteh tn ,a ltitle nataurant Olll)ed bJ.• ttr. ,c arcn• - : tn ,tbt ,,attemoon .... 
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ti me to reach t.hl sea , tor the t ide 1oes out a nry lona way. we roc:se back on thl pl er 

tranwa,y ond lt _,, pltuant. 
Later on "' went tn t.bo eaasement park , ~ Doug arid I roc:11 on Uw Su n to Rn1l•a¥ 

one, alao on another rt dt ot th e UDe klnd c~l•d th e rl&m"'i e . l t tlt ratrl.Y s lok 

atte""1rds , Md Doug was qu t et t or a time . 
Dou& bOUght th e Union Jack to Nad on tlle wa:, hoct . I t contained a story called 

•The Pirated cerao- abclut Sexton Blo.kt am Wu Lina. I t seeOld that Wu Lina was the 

Head of the 8rotherflood o r the Tollow Beetl e. ooua alao bou,ht me two papers. One 

wa.s cal.ltd The Favori te , and t t had a aerial entitled •vengeance Is Hln e - or The TWo 

Trlan,l ea .• Wbat a lov1l7 tit l e ror a sto l"')'\ Thi other paper waa the Boy• • Journal 

'1111\tc:h oonte tned a ·aertal called •The Honour or a Scout • by Horace PhUlps. There ta an 

PCUl l ot about .:;~ t s In all the pape r s ju st now. 
'ftle Oert>y ..... exc iting thts year tor thr'ee outs i ders had the first three plaOte . 

~ t ht Second 'lll!l.l rtrst at 20 to 1. La.It year a 111rtraaotte threw ber'Gelt mdcr 

the King's horse, so this year they t.ook tetTUtc precau ttona aae tn st. the Slttraaettes . 

Lord's Cri cke t Oraund t a 100 years old thta :oonth. It u cal l ed Lord's becouse 

lt wa.s la ld dotlrl by a mn naood 1'.bom!.a Lord. 

One nentng Dad tock tt.D to the New tbe :itn: , and the, sa" cyrtl H:Wde ln a new 

plo.f nCIDed •Cinq,y . • They enjo7ed l t very nach. 
The Geo haa been excellent aga in. • BroU(ht to Book9 was t.he tl nal sertes about 

R.cga:te Clanrtna , TOCl Nen-yts double . It was a l ove l)t story , and I wish th e sertea hod 

lasted lonaer . 
•Th e Shqha t ed Schoolboy_. waa qui t e good, but not ao aood a.s th e t ale of tho asce 

n&De In t..be H!l,l\et a coup l e ot years ego . Ouas, t ock Tom NetTY , Lowther , ond Blake tor 

a ear run to the $eGalde , and they "ero lttdnc,ped by Ule skipper of a boat oallecl th e 

• Racctunder . • 
• Tr ied and true• woa a tln e ta.le . Kr. 8Nlndreth wel\ted to mke TOD ?lorry his btlr, 

but he teat ed Toca to aee .,.,ether be was ffOrthY, sld that tnturlated Tom. .\t last , ttr . 

8ronclNth pretended to lose hh ocney , Sld tint brou&ht Toa on to ht a s ide. 

• o•>.rey , t he Ventriloqu i st • waa a nry rw.n, tal e In tlllhldl Guasy pa id Bll]y Bunter 

ot Grey r r t ars to g tve h l r.1 l easo ns In ven trtl oqutsc. In th e l u t story of the mnth , 

•Ttte Secret or the Is l and ,' FJga lns pl ayed. a big part . A aang was making oounte r ft lt 

soveretcns tn a cell on t he laland ln tbe rtnr * l ch l s OMled by Squire Lunstont. 

Caea.er, Xt ng &cMar'cl' s Clog . hM Ju.t died . Tbey sq that. tbta Clot "alkcd a1ona 

ot t er t he cor rtn when Ktna Edwo.rc1 wu burled a ;year or two aao. .Attanerd1 . it 

attached I tse lf to Queen Alexan<tra. 
Kr. LIOONY 1sn Dt the la.st o.o 1Jnlon Jack• or the aontb. One cont3lned • The 

Boundary Raider, .,.,tch t eatUNd a ientleaan crook called tM Hon. Jo M Laffllss . The 

othe r wa.a 1 The Council or &lcv en" 'flltll ch ts ,rttten b;y Ule autho r of the WU Li ng st ories . 

l t l s about a new IS'll or crlaJna.ls at th e head of which t s Baron Robert de Beaureoon . 

tt •s qu i te not t tne , end Ooul lOYed It , thcuCh It was a bit heavy tor m . 

I tee that til e Sexton Bl ake ttl .11 • Cl ue or the Wax Vesta' 11 showi ng at t he 

Crosvenor Ptoturo Palee e , Leed1 ; coq Comer Ctnecn , Lowel:tott: and the l c:l)ert al., 

Cocmrc tal Road ln Ea.st t.ondOn. l ROUlckl• t mind SNll\l It aantn,, 
T'llfO or tht Oea., th i s aonth nere lll ustreted by ~ artlat n8Cled tt.r. Brtacoe . 

- ------------------- - -- -
~: ROVERS 698 - 712 (would be gree.etul tor even one odd oop;y). 

~ . 19 , PAM S!JIARE, ~. PD!NfP• 

W.:.tn'EO: • Capta in Jus t t c .. storlos In a.F.t.. 

H1 C1 OOlJRLA.T • l'Pl98IJk9P ::1JIIE, §. 
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Conducted by JOSEl'HUIE PACKMAII 
27, Archdal e Road, East Dulwich, S.E. 22. 

Ull'FINISi!SD SERIES Ill THE "U. J. • By s. Gordon Swan 

II! "FOISONED BLOSSOMS, " (u.J . No. 1305 , 20 . 10. 1928), o. R. Teed 
introduced to us a new feminine ch:Lracter i n June Severenc o, n girl 
with golden luir nnd viol ot eyes . Pr esWllllbly the a ll ure of Yvonne had 

gone st nl o , and it was considered th e time vas ripe to provide Blake 
with a new rcmantic i nterest . And what bette r venue fo r a rouance t o 
flourish th:ln Honolulu? · 

When wo meet her , June Severance ( who pos sesses a rather unobtru 

sive mother) is involved with n dru,gerous Eurasian , Casper Nignn , and 

six diM1ond- studded 1.kons that once belonged to Catherin e the Great of 
Russi:>. There is also D. potential rival for Blake this time in th e 

person of Gapto.in Scott-Morgan , a former British militmy attru:he o.t 
the &Dbassy in Tokyo. Subsoquent stories feature other crim:! nals , 
such o.s Baroness Sopiie von Kotzen and a large , s i nister woman known 

a.s the Orchid . 
fut in 1929 o. H. Teed disappeared f'rcm tho pages of the U.J . , as 

he had dona s a11e years earlier , and was away ·for a year or more. I 

do not know what caused his absence on t143 occasion , but in the mean

timo J ack Lewis stepped forward as sponsor to a fo.scinsting gi,:l named 
Olga No.smyth, who went under various aliases . I always thought Jack 

"Levi s was more subtle in his handling of feninine characters than Teod . 
'!'he intimat e moments btveen Olga and Blake and her ingenious rend ering 

of Sexton as "Tony, " lent a sopnsticated finess e to these stories 
sa11ehow lacking in Toed ' s , good as his yarns were . June Severance 
and Nirvana seem ·colourless beside Ol ga Nasmyth and that earlie r 

creation of Lewis, the incomparabl e Fifette Bierce . 
Olga , like Yvonne, was actuated by the motive of rev enge , but 

there were only three ·storie s of her, running i n sequence, and at the 
finish her revenge was inca11plete. We nover heard of her agnin; I 

of ton wonder why. 
When G. H. Teed r eturned, he did not pick up the threads of June 

Severance• s career I as might have been e~cted, so here ve have tv o 
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series that were virtunlly unfinished. Instead of June, Teed gave us 
Mddle. Roxane Harfield, who was definitely billed as Yvollll!' • s 
supplanter . Roxane was a kind of C:madian Yvonne, with similar ideas 
of revenge, but more unconventional in her behaviour than her prede
cessor. 

Perllape Mr . Twyman could exp l a in why neith e r June Severance nor 
Olga Nasmyth continu ed to grace the page s of the U. J • 

The early thirtie s wer e the not orio us years of the gangster ere , 
when the exploits of Al Capone and his contemporaries hea dlin ed the 
news, and thi s influen ce became evid ent in the pages of the U . J.; where 
practically every author turn ed his hand to gangs t e r stories : Rex 
Hardinge , EdWY Searl es Brooke, G. H. Teed, Gilbert Chester , Anthony 
Skene and others . 

In "Sext on Bloke Cleans Up Chicago" (u . J . No. 1435 - 18 . 4 . 31. ) , 
Anthony Skene wrote a story which was quite plainly intended to be the 
first of a series in which Blake journeyed to the S t ates to clean up 
the c rimino.l elements in crime - ridd en Chicago , In this first episode 
Blake defeated a gangst e r named Al Tukes , and a t th e end of th e st ory 
was about to COlllllenco a campaign against two other gangsters , Spin elli 
and Hallor an . 1"t we were never enlightened as to the details of this 
campaign . Some years later Ant hony Skene wrote a s e rial for the 
11Detecti vc Weekly" entitled 11The Book of Fate . 11 The concluding por
tion of thi s story took place i n Ameri ca , and one o r two of the names 
mentioned therein also occurred in "Se;xton Blak e Cleans Up Chicago , " 
It has nlways seemed to me tl;lat in t his s eri a l the author used s ane of 
th e materi a l int ended for th e unfinished series . 

It i s easy enough to sunrise why the gangster series faded out. 
The theme was being overdone; practically all the Bloke aut hors had 
dnbbled in it, and th e Jllblic was get ting a surfeit of it in ev e ry 
dire ction, Doubtl ess fo r th e some reason , Robert Murr ay 's Spid e r -
Dan Roper series r"""'1ncd incomplete . 

For another seri e s that was l e ft in the air we come back to G. H, 
Teed . The last sto ry of Nirvana (U,J. No, 1208 - 11 ,1 2 , 1926) intro 
duced a sinis t e r new character, Dr, Jourg ens , tho Black Magician of 
Ghent, who escaped a t th e end of th e book, With hi s frightening 
occult powers , he would hav e continued to pro ve a worthy adversary for 
Blake, and one expe ct ed him t o re-appear in later issues. I nst ead, 
both Nirvana and Dr, Jourgens vanish ed from our ken . 

As in the cases of June Seve rance and Olga Nasmyth , one is left 
wondering why. 

* * • * * * * 
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Sexton Blake - UNION· JACK - Official Informati on 

No, 6 , By W, 0 , G, Loft s 

The creator of GRIFF THE MAN- TRACKER 
"Christopler Stevens" was the name of th e author given t o t he 

seri a l "Griff the Man-Tr acke r " or "The Exploi ts of S~xton Bl ake , 
Det ective ," which appeared in the # UNION JACK Nos, 356 t o 373 (year 
1901 ) , We-Wee was also menti o~ . This aut hor was not t he s on of 
Charles McCluer Steplens as thought , His r ea l name w-;;;-JOLIAN ROCH
FORT. tllld, as sugges t ed by Walter Webb , quit e r ightly , he also w,;ote 
No, 283 "Shadowed by Sexton Blake ( 23, 9 , 1899) , Juli an Rochford a l so 
wrote an excellent crime st ory, No. 271, "Forced Into Crime" which, 
curiou s ly enough , f ea tured Walter ' s home town of Bi~nglwm . Many 
ot)ler s t ories appe;,red . under his own name in the # UNION JACK, No 
other detai l s a re known a t th e moment about the cre a to r of one of 
Blake ' s ear ly e.ssi stants - that half -beast, as t oni shing M sis tllnt, 
Griff The Man-Tracke r, 
The Author of ti UNION JACK No, 400 

I n this story Sext on Blake appears with an Ameri Cllll s l euth by t he 
name of Jefferson H!lrt , of New Yori<, The rather long-winded tit l e of 
11£.10, 0CX> Rewnrd" or "Tracked Acros s t he Ocean" gi ve s a c l ue ns to the 
t heme of the story , For th e record , one can now insert a b,-p.nd new 
name as a chronicl er of Sext on Bl ake , fo r this tal e was ponncd by 
J, H, THOHPSO!l , The only othe r de tail about this author I have a t 
t he moment i s t ha t he a l so wrote # U, J , No, 408, a non- Blake yarn 
entitled "To Conquer or Die .' 1 

The La.~t ti Sexton Blake UNION JACKS 
Probably th e best of all the sto ri es in thi s early seri es f ea tur

in g our great detective was the l ast , "The Convict Hunt " (No, 450), 
the autho r' s name bei ng gi ven as PAUL HERRING - hi s r eal name, I t 
has been suggested that U ,J, No', 420 "The Clu e of the Fr eckled Hand" 
was written by. Henry St , ~ohn. Cooper, but it was in fac t also written 
by PAUL l!ERIIING, Whilst on t he subject of H, St, J , Cooper having 
writ ten Blake stories fo r th e U!IION JACK, I feel I shoul d !'lt the 
r ecord stroi,:ht for the benef it of th ose re adere who colle ct material 
on £ll. Blake authors , When I met the son of Mr, Cooper some years 
ag o (r eported fully in the C, D, ) he t old me during our conversation 
that his fath er wrote stories about Sexto n Blake, but he could not 
r emember ti t ies of th e sto ri es as , quite unders tand ablf , it was over 
50 years ago and I had to take his word f or it . Despite details of 

..Rr.ll.ti..QJW.Y.. l!,ll,)r;QQG .• ~tj),Qni.,..i;,!.llli.111t. i!>. ... Um.t .. .ll.l..lw.~ ... ;1;11.11Lta ..... l .. u. .L .... 
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confess that the ruune Henry St , John Cooper has still to be identified 

with a UNION JACK story; on the other hand , to be quit e fair to this 

author it must be remembered that dozens of short anor,ymous tales of 

Blake appeared in the Pml,'Y PICTORIAL and Al>SllERS, and it is possible 

that he may have con tri buted to these papers . 

SHORT LIVED IIONDD! 

~ -o.:. !!:·_w~~ 

Some grand fiction appeared in the short - lived "lforder Libr,u-y" 

thnt commenced in 1915 nrd ceased J>lblicntion afte r only 14 issues in 

May of 1916 , 
Pri ced at 3d , the "Wonder Library" stories vere mostly reprints 

of the best serial stories that had been J>lblished in "Chips" and 

"Comic Cuts . " 
Two titles were issued each month , there were 120 pe.ges of 80 ,<XlO 

word novel s , and the coloured covers were most attractive . 
Number one of the "Wonder Library" was 11The Red Rovers; 11 but tho 

00 ,<XJO words would only be a froction of vhat must have been m.:,.ey

millions , for "The Red Rovers" ron in " Comic Cuts" f or nigh on 40 years , 

The la.st mxmber of "Wonder" was a "Chips" serial m.:'.Uly collectors 

will recall , "The River Police , " a story of the silent Thames , 

Another famous "Chi ps" serial was No, 11 - "The Ti cket of Lea ve 

M3n.t1 
Other titles that some readers mey remember as serials in "Chips , " 

"Comic Cuts , 11 or even in their companion canic , "The F\mny Wonder , 11 

o.re : No. 2 - "Tho Prison Chaplain . " No. 3 - 11The Blue Lamp. 11 No. 4 : -

"Tho Prid e of the Pottories. 11 No. 5 - "The Outlaw Princ os s . u No. 6: -

"It's Never Too Late . " No. 7 : "The Girl Fran Gaol . " No. 8 : - "Hinton 

of the Rovers . " No. 9 : - "The Heart of No Man's La..nd. 11 No. 10: - "All 

Sorts ," No. 12 : - "The Heart of the Slums . " No. 13 : - "The Grand 

.Adventure . 11 The "Wonder Library" was boosted extensiv e ly in "Chi ps" 

until the end of May, 1916 , 
In nll remaining copies for that yoor I can fin:! no further 

refer ence to "Won:!er Library" !leyWhere. 
Perh aps it became a sudden victim to the Kaise r ' s var . It would 

certainly be most interesting to learn if any copies have survived, f or 

those fourteen volumes must surely contain some of the best fic tion 

from "Chips" and "Comic Cuts" in the i r most prosperous , truly go l den 

,;r,.!!,~:_ ___ ·-----···---·-- · 
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00 YOU RO!EJ,IBER? Bv Roger M. Jenkins 

No, 48 - Goldh3.wk Book No. 1 - "Tom Merry' s Secret'' 
Lost year when I was asked to make a contribution to the school 

fete, I cheerfully disposed of all but one of my Bunter books , · I 
had a lways reg-<1rded them as pale echoes of a fo m er magnificence , 
padded with iITelev ant co nversa t ion , and irritating me with their 
infe ri or re- hashes of glorious old Mai!net plots. But though I chee r
fully gave awli;f the Bunte r books, some i nstinct warned me not to part 
with the St, Jim ' s s t ories , I found the Mandeville and Gcl dhawk 
books again today , quietly collecting dust in my bedroom cupboard , I 
blew the dust off the t op co py of the pape!'-backs, and was :immediately 
tronsported back a dozen years , to February 1952, 

The Goldhawk books seemed a wonderful innovation in those f!lI'-Off 
days , Some 23 cha pt ers and 112 pages were very good value for 1/6d ,, 
and it seemed as though the Schoolboys ' Own Library had reappeared , 
(Charl es Hamil t on t old me, when I saw him later in the year, that he 
had wanted to write Greyfri a rs stories for this series , but Casse ll s 
were unwilli ng , ) The covers of the Goldhawk books were ple asan tl y 
illust r ated in col our, and members of t he London Club urged that 
R. J . Macdonald sh oul d be employed , Sure . enough , with No, 5 of the 
series th ere was a change , but it was C, H. Chapnan who took ove r, 
oddl y enough, 

Somehow the post -war St . Jim's stories seemed more authentic than 
the post -war Greyfriars ones , It may be that Bunte r r equired the 
ligh t humorous touch that i s associated with the Golden ~e of the 
Mai!net, whereas ths humour at St. Jim' s was usually mell ow and 
sophis t icated , not outrageously funny , and there was more often a 
se ri ous vein to the sto ry. Certainly , "Tom Merry 's Secret " was 
se rious enough , in t ha t t hs Terrible Three captured Kil dare in a 
sooty sack, i n mistake for Knox, There wero also amusing parts , 

, ~ual~ . when GusslJ"',rsist~ •. i n ~!':'rsuing ,,his .. own .. vendetta .. agail,"' t ........ 
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Knox because "he pulled my yah ! " But the story could l ay no real 
claims t o greatness . Like most of the Golclhawk books , it was compe
tent and r eadable , and did not annoy th e reade r by reminding li:1JD ths t 
it was a pale imitation of aey particu l a r earlier sto ry in the Gem. 

The ser ies petered out after eleven numbers. There can be no 
doubt thst St. Jim's , for all its inherent virtues, l acks the staying 
power that Grey friars possesses . Some months lat e r the unso ld copies 
were remaindered by 'loolworths at 9d a time , and Goldha wk books 
ceased t o p,blish school s t ories by Charles Hamilton . 

At the school fete , my Bunter book s so l d quite well, but there 
were some dissatisfied cus t omers a t the bookstal l. 11Don't you have 
any Tom Merry s torie s he re ?" ssked the a rt mss'ter , pee ri ng s hort
sightedly among the school stories. · The school secr et ary la t e r made 
a similar oomplaint. 111 never could abide Billy Bunter, 11 she said; 
11we always preferred the Gem with it s fine bl ue cove r . 11 

All of a sudd en a r ay of watery suns hi ne pierced the dark clouds , 
and I f el t strangely re - sssured about my de ci s i on to re t ain the Martin 
Clif ford stories . 

NO OAKS FROM THE ACORNS 

~ -J~h!! !~v!!l! 
The remarks of the Editor , and reader Alan Ste wart i n th e January 

issue of the Digest , regarding the se ri es of Greyfriars stories now 
concluded in Look and Learn adequately expressed the genera l disappoint 
ment felt by the choice of material. 

Unfortuna t ely the se ri es was adve rti sed as Billy Bunt er of Grey 
friars School , which limi ted the scope for using the bes t of Frank 
Richards work, and ns Eri c Fayne made clear , cri ticiam and suggestion 
had no effect , though my letter expressing precisely Alan Stewart I s 
views , wss at least briefly ackno wledged, 

A r eminder of what could hs ve been , wss most evident, when to 
bri ghten the recent dull days , grea t plessure and satis fact ion was 
derived from reading two Magnets J>lbli shed in 193 1, No. 1207 "The Man 
from the States" and No. 1206 "The Mystery of the Mill. " 

Eli ss J. Paindex t er, a sha r e swindle r, i s ruthlessly J>lrBUed by 
Reginald \iilmot, one of his victims with murder in mind . The Famous 
Fiv e and Bunter become involved in the affai r, and we j ourney from 
Greyfriars and Poppers Island, t o \iharton Lodge and the old disused 
mill at \iimford , t o wit ness the dramatic final scenes with the mill 
ablaze , and f our of the juniors trapped on the upper floor. 
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The illustrations by Leonard Shield s · are excellent, particularly 

the title .()<lge of "The Mystery of the Mill" depicting the mill on 
fire, with Bob Cherry, Col onel Wharton, and Inepector Stacey running 
to the rescue of the trapped Juniors. 

A. glorious mixture of exci tanent and tension blended with humour , 
no surfeit of funter, (in fact eight consecutive chapters in No. 1208 
without him) and a thrilling climax, h'ere surely is the type of story 
that would a ppeal to a young person toda,y , and maey more of equal 
merit and appeal can e t o mind, stori es that could be re - p,blished 
without pruning or alteration, stories that would do justice t o honour 
th e name of a gre a t man. 

We realize and deplore the f ac t that th e read ers of Look and 
Learn may hav e looked , but ce rtainly did not l earn the true ge nius of 
th e mast er writ er of s chool stori es, and can only "tru s t that at some 
future da t e th ey may hav e th e opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
the real Greyfri ars, that th e more fortunat e of us know and lov e . 

* * * * * * * 
Lm''S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No. 75. POLISHED POT- BOILER 
I hav e ju s t read "Billy Bunter's Bout-Race Party" which appeared 

in the Magnet a t th e end of March, 1923. Though it is a re ada ble 
little tale it can hardly be des cribed ·as aeytbing but a computent 
pct - boil er . For s imilari1"J of plot it can best be compared with th o 
Coronation ntory of 1937, but what a difference ther e is between the 
two. st ori es . The forme r i s a rather tired little piece, just mildly 
amusing i f one i s in the mood , with nothing outstanding about it in 
aey wa,y. It makes no impact at a ll. The 1937 story i s ten times as 
j oyous , bubbling with fun , moving at a spanki ng pac e to a delicious l y 
contriv ed climax which l eave ~ the reader s ighing happily . Though 
both st orie ~ we re writt en by Charle s Hamilton , the diff e rence betw een 
them i s g reet. 

The boat - ra ce story has the uneasy combination of the Famous Five, 
Lord Mauleverer, Skinn er, Snoop , Stott, and Fish making up a party 
with Bil l y funt er. It was not a combinati on "that could ever be 
succe ss ful. In fact , it was the sort of thing which Charl e s Hamil ton 
avoided successfully in later years . Charac t erisation is not very 
s atisf a ctory . Decent f ellows have not, in re a l life , a monopoly of 
the virtu es aey more than bl ack she ep hav e a monopoly of the vices . 
Birds of a . feather ma,y flock togeth er, but i t was unlikely that 
,Skinner ,, SnooJ!, ... St ott, a nd, Fi sh would ,}>ll .be , s~ ers ,,.in a dditi 6n to •. ,. 
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th eir othe r unattra c tiv e traits , In the end , the plot merely fiz z l es 
out, and the story i s for gotten , 

It was, in fact , typical of many of th e stories in the ea rli e r 
Magnet, I n the early twenties, the Magnet was rather in th e doldrums , 
Charle s Hamilton was p.,tting far better work into hi s Gem st ori es , in 
t he same way that he had fav oured the Gem be tween 1911 and 1914, 

Yet a litt l e later, in 1924, he was to produce the Sahara Seri es 
which was the finest travel series to date , and which , th oug!l it i s 
sel dom recalled to~ ay, had some magnific ent se quences . There was so 
much worth - while wri ti ng in th e Sahara Series th a t one tends t o womer 
why it i s so negl ected , It is just possible that t he combinat i on 
with the Cliff House gi r ls di d not meet with genera l appro val, By 
the end of 1924, the first Rebel series was under weigh , and both 
th ese se ries remind us that the Magnet was a t le ast in si ght of the 
thresho l d of i ts Golden Age, 

Most experts agree t hat by 1933 the Golden Age was ending , and 
th at the stories from 1934 on11ard s often l ack ed th at littl e extra 
something which th e Gold en Age s t ories had posses se d, 

It is tru e , but it would be unfair not to r ecognize that nn.y 
deteri or at i on in th e s t ories can only be detected when th e compari s on 
is made with th e Golden Age it s elf , All the s t ories of th e l ater 
Magnet wore written with a verv e which made them vastly superio r to 
thos e of t he early twenti es , 

It can hardly be said that th ere were pot - boil e rs i n t he l a ter 
Magnet . Certai nly s.ome s t ori es were better than othe rs, but ev ery 
tale , whether i t appealed or not t o an indivi dual taste , was carefully 
cons tru c ted and developed , and, in its own wey, impeccab l y written , 

"Billy lwlte r' s Boat -Race Par ty" was read able , bec ause the au t hor 
was in capab l e of writi ng anything which was not, But that s t ory, and 
plent y ot hers of the ea rl y twenti es , give the impre ss ion t hat they 
were rushe d-off i n a hurry, It was thi s peri od , mor e than any o ther, 
which produced th e polished pot- boil er, 

As a pointer, it would be difficult to find good Gems of 
Hamiltonia in t he Magnet of the early twentie s , But in th e later 
Magnet I doubt whether th er e i s one story from which one could not 
produce several . 

CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 
!!.2.,__11, A QUESTION OF TASTE 

:o:retll{;!W,: lea~~ ~:z_~~~t~h:e~~= ~n= tnglT~t;': ~ ~~~e 
that 1t would be incred ible f or a be)' Uke t hat to be Sn a non:al school. Every 
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conversation t hat he ha1 renaled the t act tha t he co~ l etel.y Cllsunderstood every t h i ng 
that "as said to hi e , 'fllhteb mettis tha t he ws t have learned not.hJng ln the et ass rooc. 

1 am not QU1te certai n whether jokes about deatness an t n gOOd taste , but I eci 
sure that neryth t ng abollt Tee Dut ton was decldedl.Y unf'\nl)' . One could always be 
certain tha t he woul d t ake ott ence thrwgh mJSheartn g and there woul d be a ::.ong conn r
aat lon tha t woul d get DORhere. 

I han al ways regarded Dut ton a.s Charles Hamtlt m •s onl.Y gtmlclc:. He usuall y 
rdled upon eharaeter to motivate ao tt on, but who knons Sl)'thlng of Tom 'Dut ton • 11 
character, e:r:cept tha t he was touchy? Leaser wr tt ers mode extens ive use or gt r::lillclts, 
espeola l ly n wld e~read use or very out-o f- the-way pets owned by school boys . J shoul d 
[l's&lt claas OUt tog 8IDll the parrots . 

!•~~arlYF7i: r~"::o~~ l ~~~:ret!~~gt~ty~~!:tes t Controversial on poor Toa Dut ton 
The (ollONJng t a llhat a former aJ.b-ed lt or on the Hl,ONET to l d oe about tt, as t t 

put s your Controvers i al t n a nut .. shell, and knocks Ule poor t aste theoe . 
• t don• t t h l nk t hat Charles Her.lil t.on waa ever guilty or bad ta.,te ln making r un or 

i.t attltc t lon auch a.a deafness . Pent elow th e war t l oe edltor wa.s extre ce].y deaf , 
and dld not mi nd In th e least sto ri es made aclls l ng b7 Too Dutton •s hnrdn ess of henr
tng. Peopl e alw&Ys seem to get hold or the ~ ng end of the sti ck , about tlils. 

~tuaNll~s!t~ iS!1r~:~;s :~e 0~~0:1:: r~~ ~t~ai;~t~) ~ d:U~s~:OOS 
lf:l.at people Sa7 . • 

GEOROE SELLARS: Dutton ha.a always m.ised me, especlall.)' ln hls eroSS""t.alk wtt h hls 
atudY cat.GS. I th i nk of hl a aa s1m.1lar to U onzo , Bunt er, 8nd Pl~ - all comedl Ma 
on the Cre7t rtars st age . I never t aJled to l augh when r eodtng of hls OCV9.Zlng c,U00 

unders t ond l nga , CIMY' ot which I thought he di d purpose }y. 

~P~~ n 1:':~~ ,:~ l~ ;:t~:r a1~e~~1= 1
~ t ~\ll~~~d r~:e~~~r t ~P: :c:es . 

beast].y uncoc.tortabl e th i ng to do. L Rag 1 s enortJOUs tun W'lt tl soaebodl' ge1.s hurt. 
Bll'lter' a short - s ightedness wa.s Qrll.lSlng but a blind Bunt er would not be tunny ond I 
suppose Dutton was only Jus t dear enough to be fl.l\tlY wt t hout being tragic . Arter a ll 

~~c! ~~v~f s l =~~~efl~e ~t~ d!~!:!Y th ~e =~ l~ced T~::a!:z.:r s:Oz;fes 
about achool Ut e Md the reac::tt ons or th e characters there in "'1.ethe r It be 1111tton t or 
Dutton or swi pes wtt h a cone . No, Richard s nner lsclted good taste . 

~~$: Toc
1 
ou°:t ::e ~!\ .~:r ! ~;o~:eh:e:ev:t:,i;t~:~~~t: ~:·:~~:~> 

indeed, quite the renrse : he alw~a held lt up. ~ot that that was necessarily a 
bad thing. TheN l s no doubt that dearness l s a J:JJch W'lderrated at tll ct t on. Butr er
era rsnl,y get the tolerance nod wxlerst ancllng th ey deserve atrrpty and aol e].y because 
so tew or t.beG2 " Il l am:t.lt the 7 are at tl tcted . 

A.l"en' t t he cr t tl c i sr.a o r Charles Hamil ton • s l anguage msters •ot t t arget?• t 
would have though t that the point ot cr ttt clam was tha t persons who spoke aicti poor 
Engl i sh lffOuld never han Obtained a post at en En&llsh Public School . 

ogw,p AU.JSW: I th ink Dlttoo was the bigg es t bor e In all Hamtlt(Jntana. He nenr 
dne l ope<I as d ld all the othe r characters . He never appeared t n th e Fo~ rooc or 
Play ing Fields - onJ.y In the st uctJ. ~ hi s mi st.akin, Just one wcn1 Sn each sentence 
tor one tll lch rfl7oed wu 1t1.utlourt ot th e fee bl e.st aort . I usual.l.y ak t pped th e Dutton 
pas sac es . · 

/JXI ·7et, deat neaa can tHs mde to proTl de dell c l ou11Y tunny 8Cenes - qUl t e k lnd1¥ 
.. as tn Ult excell m t exuple 70U &In. One or ~ t uour l te poet s 11 Tom Rood. In 
h t s .. Paro<t)' ,!/!1 Jhose EvtnJ~ Bell a ls,i,,thl a ,l oYt1l. verse• , ...... ,..,., .. .,,, .... , ... .,, ................ H ... , ..................... ,., 
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The cuttln bo1' has passed away, 
The Posu:ion gone, and t cuat pe:,. 
For dam below Deat Nary aweus. 
She aoes not hear th::>se Evening Bells . 

* * * * * * * 
Gll!S OF l!AMILTONIA No, 7 , (New Series) 

Soames l ooked up as Bunter en t ered the deck - house . The boy ' s 
knees knocked together , The knowledge of what was in the coffee 
gripped his heart with t error; at that moment, he would have undone 
what he had done, had i t been pos s ib l e . 

. Soames gave t he Owl of the Remove only a glanc e of contemptuous 
indifference. 

"Put the tray down, and go. " 
Bunter sat th e tray down on the little bamboo table in the deck 

bouse, and backed away. 
Out side , the sun was bl azing down with the beat almost of a fur

nace , but Bunter felt col d all over . 
He stood glued to the deck, bli nking in to the little house as 

Soames stirred the coffee . 
Some irresistibl e power seemed to root him th e re , 
He saw the sen - lawye r r aise the cup to his lips, and drink off 

the contents , The sight fascina t ed him. 
Soemes p.it down the cup, and took a biscuit from t he try , Then 

his glance fe ll on Bunter outside th e deck -house , 
One l ook was enough; be did not need to speak . The fat juni or 

scu ttl ed awey, 
Billy Bunter ro ll ed into the companion , with the sweat pouring 

down his fat face , Aching with fear, he groped his WIJ¥ down into the 
cudc!y, 

The Greyfriars fellows gathered round him. The look on his f ace 
alanned them, 

"What on earth • s the matte r?" asked Bob Cherry , 
Bunter did not answe r, 
He sank down on a l ocker, his eyes gl azed behind his spec t ac l es . 

His hands were shaking as if with the ague , He leaned back on the 
locker , almost fainting with fear at what he had done , 

'And James Soames , in the deck -house abo ve , was nodding ove r the 
chart , drowsy, and growing more drowsy every manent, in th e grip of 
his own drug , 

* * * * * * * * * 
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COIIOOC'l'ED BY JACK WOOD 

SHEER n! JO'ilmiT By J, Twells 

My daugh t er - 13 - la s t Autumn di scovered my "Nel so n Lees . " 
Brought up on 11Princess 11 and simi l ar magazi nes which as a rul e contain 
only one s hort story and th e rest picture st ripe, she has read most of 
the "Lees " three times ove r . I wish now that I I d kopt all the 11Lees 11 

I bought , for once again I have savoured the magic of Brooks , enjoyi ng 
t o th o full such stories as the Ezra Quirke se ri es , th e St. Frank ' s 
School Train , holi day in Northes tria, the Christmas ghost numbers , tho 
football and crick e t seri es and c(Xllplet e stories lik e "Wembling at 
W001bl ey . " 

E, s. Brooks , fo r me, had (and still has) something which none of 
t he ot her school sto ry writ ers possessed , a flair for the WlllllUal , I 
bought as many "l>lagnets," "Gems,1t and "Boys' Fri ends , 11 as anyone , I 
suppose, but I used to ge t a little weary with th e reit er ated 
"Yaroch!:' "Yaas, wather ," "The so-and - so fulness is t errificl, 11 "Hell o , 
hel l o, hel lo!, 11 et c. The St. Frank's stories were al wl3¥S f res h and I 
was there, ri ght amongst Brooks' fl es h and bl ood creation. , , whereas 
with ot her authors I vie wed their characters from afa r - wi t h the 
exception of Dick Dorrington and th e boys of the Bombay Castl e ( why 
doesn 't someone writ e about these co lourful f avou rit es fran the "Boy' s 
Friend "?) 

To return to the "Nel son Lee, 11 I reckon E.S. bad a won::ierful 
sense of humour . ~e sound of my daughte r! s merry laughter when 
reading some of hi s s t ories reminds me of when my mother , hearing me 
chuckl i ng over th ese same tal es , used to remark "It' s Wednesday agai n, 
i t' s the 'Nel son Lee ' 111 

Something , I don't think anyone I s commente d upon was Brooks I 

sty l e of writing , I used t o find his habit of start ing so maey 
sentences with "And" and "For 11 quit e f asc inating, and his story end
i ngs "Little did t he St . Fr ank ' s juniors realise what was destined to 
ha~ i n the.ne ar future," would alW!JYS l eave...!..1!1easant .. anticiJ>lltiO n 
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in the mind of the reader, 

Despite the macy fe aturings of Edward Oswald and his chums, 
Archie and Phipps, William Napoleon Browne, Nipper and other juniors , 
despite all their ups ets and adventures , I used to relish the moment 
when housemaste r-d etective Nelson Lee, the man the magazine was named 
after , would appear, so calm, with the crooks caught, the problems 
solved and smoothing out all difficulties, 

Now, I have just dipped into my "Lees" and selected two at random , 
Opening th e first, which is "The Schoolboy Mutineers" (No, 510) I find 
a convers a tion between Fatty Little and Archi e Glenthorne -

"Be a sport , Archie, I ' m hwlgryl" said Fattl e Little eage rly, 
"Unless I have sanething to eat , I shall go al l faint , I can feel it 
coming on now, I -I suppose you cpuldn ' t l end me fiv e bob? Be a 
pal , Archie - you'll save my gisidy life !" 

"I mean to say , that's dashed interesting" said Archie , " Liv es 
saved at five bob each , what? I mean, that's bally cheap , when you 
come to think of i t, One lif e , five bob l I'm not so abso lutely 
sure , old gas balloon , that your lif e is worth it l" 

From "The Valley of Surprises" (No, 147 N,S , ) 
"We shall probably see Bradman playing this time" said Travers , 

"And Kippax and Richardson and Hendry and a ll the others" said Harry 
Gresham eagerly , "I'll bet Hobbs will turn out for England, too, 
What rot, saying that Hobbs wouldn ' t play in th e la st' two Tests, after 
England had secured the Ashes l We hea rd t hat rumour before we came 
into tho wilds , But if Hobbs doesn I t play in the fifth Test , I sha ll 
be jolly surprised . 0 

"No matter how goQd they play, I don ' t su ppose they ' ll equal that 
marvellous perfonnance in the fourth innings of the third Test a t 
Melbourne" said Nipper . "By Jove! That was a. performance , if you 
lik ol We saw some gocd play a t Adelaide , but that first partnership 
by Hobbs ao:i Sutcliffe in th e fourth innings will go down in hist ory," 

** * **** 
FLASH - BACK By Reg Sanderson 

11We 1re in a t errible mess , " said Nipper . "Here we .a.re, marooned 
on the top of a crag, OCO-ft , ·high - th e lift shaft wrecked , the 
Ameer 1s soldiers prepsred to bombard us with a ba t tery of guns - and 
supplie s are running short," 

111 lmow, 11 replied Hruldforth , "Arrl I also know t .bat we are due 
back at St , Frank ' s after another couple of issues of the Nelson Lee 
Library. " 
"'""''"'""'"'""""'"""'"'-" '-"' '"""'"'""""""'"'""""'"'"'"'...,_,,.,,.,,,,,,,.,,..,,.,..,.,,,.,,.,mHH•n"mlH"""INf"""''""m'mu-m1H""'"""""""" 
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"I have heard it stated," said Nipper, . " that if we lived 1n th e 

Magnet we shouldn 't get into these impossible situations. Life would 
be s l ower, but more reali stic .' ' 

"Yes, 11 said Hand.forth. "I was reading a month or two ago that 
it took Redwing at leaat a month to get Vernon-Smith back on the 
rails , filling four complete is sues of the Magnet . You sett l ed 
Travers in one chapter net long ago . I think we'r e moving too fast, 
and not near encugh to real life." 

"I have a recent copy of the Magnet here ," said Nipper, taking 1t 
from his pocket . "Bunter i s raiding Study Number One which has been 
l aid out fo r a party , He scoffs two whole hams , a chicken , 3 pork 
pies, 2 plum calces , a dozen pastries and a tin of biscuits in fifteen 
minutes . He doesn ' t leave a crumb. Later in the evening he raids 
th e school larder because he is hungry." 

"How often does that happen?" asked Handfort h . 
"Every two or three weeks , 11 replied Nipper . 
"Do the readers digest .an that, as well as Bunter? " asked 

Hand.forth. 
"Yes - and thrive -on it , 1!· answered Nipper . 
Handforth looked thoughtful . 
"I •m worried, 11 he said , "We ought to have been off this crag 

two chapters ngo. Things are too slow , You have to be operated on 
by Nelson Lee for a gunshot wound in the next issue , It co"1d all 
have been concluded in this issue , Things are get ting to o slow . 
We've a lot of catching - up to do, 11 

"Catching up?" queri ed Nipper . "What with?" 
"With th e Magnet, ass ! " ropliod &ndforth . 

* * * * * * * 
EX:110 OF AN ECHO 

Writing to us r ecently in connection with a Let's Be Controver
sial article , FRANK UNWIN made an analogy between the Hamiltonian 
theme and the Nelson Lee Library. In this particular connection we 
felt that llr. Unwin' s comments and views would be more appropriate 
to our Lee Column, so we give t hem here , FRANK _UNWDl writes: 

If one compares the early E.S . B. stories with his latest ones 
(during the period when he "lo st interest"} one might be excused for 
stating quite fimly that these later stories wore written by a very, 
very poor sub-writer. I refer particularly to the period when the 
obnoxious IC. K. Parkington and his cronies reigned supreme at St. 
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Frank's - quite the ,,.;rst St . Frank's stories ever written. 

Yet they were written by Edwy Sesrlee Brooke himself , when I felt 

certain that some terribly weak sul>-wri ter had been employed . The 

point I'm trying to make is that a good sul>-wri ter, during this sad 

period , mi8ht have proved a bless ing to the St . Frank' s yarns . 

(That's Mr. Umdn's point of view! What' s yours?) 

Those CHAMPION AU'fflORS 

ByW .:_~~~ 

It is generally agreed that the 1963 C.D. Annual was the best 

produced so far . Packed with good things , and items, in the writer ' s 

opinio n , to please and interest everybody , 
Probably one of the most novel, and on a subje ct th:it has bee n 

much neglected in the monthly C. D., was Albert Wa tkin' s - • Analysing 

the Champion Library , 1 

Albert , in far off Nev Zealand, will be int eres t ed to know that 

I recently showed a former editor of the ' Champion Libr ary' his :u-ticle 

- .'.Ind he thought it very good indeed . It has also been my pleasure 

during the last few years to meet personally many of the authors he 

mentions , and also for the benefit of John Cocher (April C. D, ) give 

quite a few additional revelations on some of the mysterious pen - names. 

Firstly - al thoueh it is correct that th e mD.jori ty of s tori es 

were reprints - there were cases of new original tales being 

!'lblished, 

'Herber t Macrae ' who hod the honour of writing the first issue - nnd 

two dozen oth ers - was a member of Amalg amated Press staff - wher e he 

edited girls p:tpers, Real name c. Eaton Fearn - he also wrote under 

' Pote r Lang' - and died last year , 

' Douglas !Xtndee' , ' D,,gD.l.d Mor;,,v' and 'DonD.1.d Dene' were the pen-nam es 

of Dugald Matheson Cumning-Skinne r - a Scotsman who lived a t Dundee 

- and quit e a colourful character! Wrote a great deal for the 

Thompeon po.pers in the early days and W88 greatly welcomed on the 

Champion end Triumph papers - because of his writing which was of a 

po!'llar style , He died some years ago , 

' Dick Shaw' real name H, Opensha w - still alive - but been out of 

touch with boys fiction for some time, Also wrote as ' John Gale' . 
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• f4win Dale I pp;\ • Rupert Hall' pen- names of course of E. R. Home

Gsll - now living in Paris - where his Judy books are being televised. 

'Cecil Fsnshaw • real namo C. H. Dent, sti ll writes picturo strips in 

mooern 'picture libraries . 

'Hal Wilton• real name Frnnk S . Pepper - who has written under his 

own name many times . Lives in Essex , nnd now writes picture strips . 

Reginald George Thomas who wrote as I Reg. Wilson ' ns said wrote a 

gre at deal for Thompson' s - but .a point not known before - is that 
he wrote for years the cr eam of the Red Circlo stories in th e HOTSFUR 

- a school which the writer fondly remembers in his youth . 

More revelations will be given about CHAMPION and TRIUMP!i authors 

at some future dote, though I hope this satisfies the mruzy ol d 
enthusiasts of the papers for the time being. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF FRANK RICHARDS 

(Memorial Edition) 25/ -

Available from all booksellers , or di rect , to any address in the 
world , from Collectors ' Digest Office. 

WANTED: Good loose copies or bound volumes containing M:J of the 

Tou;;;.ng: MAGIIEl'S - 52, 131 to 149 inclusiv e , 195, 205, 237, 238, 

239 , m , 318, 319, 353, 400 , 411, 422, 435 , 469, 706, 119, 151 , 152, 
753 , 762, 763, 009. Most issues between 821 and 890, 900, 921, 924 , 

925 , 936 , 938, 940, 942, 943, 946, 951, 965 , 967 , 988, 996. 
~ - llan,y issues between 400 and 500. Miley issues between BOO and 

879. Also 1:os. 925, 935, 953 , 954 , 956, 975, 980 , 984 , 985, 989, 

990, 992, 993, 998, ~: 183, 190, 370, 385, 396 , 

452, 455, 466, 474. EARLY PmNY POPULARS: Nos. 12, 13, 45 , 47 , 48. 

ERIC FAYNE, "EXCEISIOR HOUSE, 11 GROVE ROAD, SURBITON 1 .fil!!!m• 

~ : Gems 799, 804 to 008, 810, 812 . 

TOM PORTER, 11 TIMBERTREE ROAD, ~. ~· 



Meeting held 31st March , 1964: 
For all this was an unlucky night to choose for a meeting, 

Holiday Tuesday , nine manbers t urned up and had an enjo yabl e time . 
It was a late star t but we managed some int eres ting 1 tems befo r e the 
c lo se . To start off ther e was Jack Bellfield' s quiz . Ten gTOUps 

of thre e - each group had an odd one out . Tom Porter won with nine 
corr ec t. The secretary and Ian Parish tied with 8 eac h. Their 
prizes were n "Silver Jack et " each . ' The Anniversary number toni ght 
was Magnet No. 1363, 31/3/34 (exactly thirty years old) . Po.rt of the 
at s t ace Smedley series . Coll ectors Piece was B.F .L. No. 261, Second 
Series, date 6/11/30. Boss of the Bl ues - a St . Frank's Blue 
Crusaders story , reprint of Boys Reru.m (19 27) No. 69 onwards. This 
was the Edwy Searle Brook es ' yarn and not one of the Original Arthur 
s . Hardy footer yaxna so famous and so rare. The discus sion which 
followed a talk by the secretary was to the liki ng of most of the 
manbers and there were some interesting opinions given on th e subject 
i , e . nWhy are their characters more fomous :m.d better known than 
their autho r s?" Except in msybe two instances - Dickens and 
Shak espea r e - author s were much behind th ei r c re a tions in popularity. 
In fact some coul d be said t o be practic al ly unlmown whereas their 
creations wer e known to all branches of the public. The secretary 
was a fr aid that sadly enough very few knew of Frank Richards outside 
the ol d boys ' book world, but his popular fa t boy of fiction Billy 
Bunter would live for ever, In fact like in other such coses , th e 
nomo would come into the English dictionary meaning a greedy fat boy 
(schoolboy). The raffl e f i rst prize was won by Ted Davey and the 
second priz e (another B.F . L. } by the writer of th ese notes. For al l 
the rath er disappointing atte~dance , an enjoyable programme . 

W. H. BROSTER 
Secretary . 
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l!l!2!SEYSIDE 

Meeting held Sunday. J2th April . 1964: 
We had tv o pleasant surprises at this meeting , The first vas 

the visit of Alf Hanson, who i s always a yery welcane visitor , and the 

second was a tape re cording from David Hobbs of Seatt l e , U, S,A, He 

spok e of his boyhood days i n Liverpool , of the "Pop.tlar" and the 

"Magnet" and how ho used to save his pennies in orde r to buy them, 

llaey of us , I feel sure , must have had feelings of ncstalgi a as we 

sat listening to him, 
Vi th the return of the "inv alids " we had an improved attendance 

and we were able as a consequen ce to make the recordings which had 

been postponed last month . 
To try and get sane :itmosphere the microphone was left "live" 

during th e tea break when the library business was conduc t ed , 

This was followed by the "Brnins" Trust which consisted of J ack 

Morgan, John Farrell and IJO'llelf, Al thou8h space prev ents me from 

dealing with san e of tho intorestii,g questions which were thrown at 

us, one did ask what changes we would like to see in the C, D, limong 

th e various suggestions mado was one which asked for more cont ri bu

tions about some of the old papers apart from tlie usual Magnot, 

Nelson Lee, e tc . articles , In fact i t was thought that a mis cellan 

eous section devoted to this might be welcome, 

Unfortunat el,y th e tape ran out all too soon , and ve wore unable 

to re cord for pos terity Pat Laffey ' • quiz , However, it was decided 

to make another r ecording at a later date, 
The quiz was won by Jack Morgan, 

Next meeting , Sunday , May 10th , 

BILL WINIISOR 
Secretary , 

14th 
Annual General Meeting , held on Saturday , 11th April 1 1964: 

lie ha_d a fine clear night for our 14th Annuel General Meeting , 

and this was reflected in the attendance , which was back to normal 

proportions with 18 members turning up, Chairman Geoffrey Wilde 

paid tribute to thq club on entering its 15t h year, and to the members 

for maintainiDg interest at so high a level over so lo ng a period , 

.:....- .... !!~~14.2.':!?...!!' Ge~ _Allison l;'!!;~ented the ac counts for th! 
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year ended 31st llarch , and it vas generally "c!Teed that they shoved 

the club to be in a vecy heal thy position from all points of viev . 

There vas the usual varied arv:l. intere sting batch of correspondence 

from far and vide, and also a donation of Sexton Blakes from a postal 

manber , John Upton; another addition to our library which ie greatly 

appreciated . . 

Jack Vood, in his news of the month, mentioned that another 

Bunter book , ''!banks to Bunter ,• is on the way, and there was 11 dis 

cussion 11s to the pos sibility of o.ey-MSS. loft by Charles llamil ton 

ever seeing the light of dey. 

Election of Officers was the next itan, and the Chnixman , 

Geoffrey Wild e , Vice-Chairman , Jack Wood, Treasurer-Librarian, Gerry 

Alli son , and Secretary, Fr:Ulk Hancock , were re-elected. Ron Hodgson 

and Kai th Balmforth were elected Audi tors, and two newcomors to 

office , Elsie Palmer , Deputy Vice-Chairman , and l!olly Allison, Doputy 

Treasurer-L i br arian , were also elected . This go.ve general S11tisfac 

t1on , for it bas long been felt that some of the ladies should hold 

office - to lend a 11 ttle glamour to the platform , as one monber put 

itl 
A good 11191'\Y matters vere discussed , including the SUQ!estion that 

library business should camnence 11t six , or as soop after as possible, 

and the meetings proper at 6 . 3()., so thet members who have a long 

journey would not have to leav e ear ly, as often happene , and this met 

vith general approval, There was a sugges tion that we should co n

side r the possibility of widening the scope of our progronm es , and 11 

meeting vith the Midland club at Chesterfield was suggested, with the 

te ntati ve date June 28t h. In fact , we tol.k ed for so l ong 11bout so 

much that it vas discovered we had no time for the main feature of the 

programne, the Hamilton 'Charoct er of the Month,' which was to have 

been D'Arcy of St. Jim's, the choice of Ron Hodgson , and it vas agreed 

that this be postponed until next month, 

Frank Hancock presented a ' Jumbled Names' puzzle which pres ented 

no difficulties for the experts , there being three correct solutions 

inside five minutes, Gerry Allison being the wi!U'.or by a short head . 

Then Gerry gave us a quiz , consisting of 18 cryptic clues, the initial 

letter of eac h word spelling the title of the story , ' The Outcast of 

St . Jim's ,• Geoffrey Wild e won this with 16 correct, although Ron 

Hodgson vas first to guess the title . This brought our meeting to 

an end at 9 , 15 p.m. 
Next meeting , Saturda,y , 9th Ma;y. F. HANOOCK 

Hon. Sec ... 
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AUSTRALIA 

The April meeting Sot 8lfl\Y to a pleasing start vhen chairman 

Syd Sm,yth produced issue No. 7 of the club magru:ine . An interesting 

half - hour was passed as members discussed the conten t s which include 

articles by Messre . H, W. Twymm, and G. R. Samwa,.ys. Copies of 

"Golden Hours " may be obtained now by ruoi tting an international M/0 
for 4/ - to editor Syd Su\vth, 1, Bran:lon St , Cl ovelly , N.S .W, Mr. 

Smyth wishes to apologize for the delay in production , but , as usual , 

subscribers will find tho issue well worth waiting for . 

Overs eas letters were the n discussed . They come fran Bi ll 

Hubbard and our recent visitor , Jim Cook; a l etter and JXlOtos from 

Bill Gander brouaht a bre a th of snow from Canada into Sydney's I ndian 

Sumner; Ron Hodgs on and Barry Broste r sent us news from &,gland . 

Victorian collector Tom Dobson, whom we hope t o wel come in July , sent 

a pleasant l etter; from the Surfers' Paradise up north came a wel come 

letter from Barr., Curtis . 
MMbers tackled n quiz sent out by No:nnan Pragnell, and honours 

went t o Victor Colby and Syd Sm,yth. Thanks t o Norman for send.in& us 

this delightful entertainmen t, which was enjoyed by even the no
hopers like myself . 

The usual pleasant ending to the evening was consumed in the 

locul coffee shop . Next meeting : Ma,.y 14th. 

B. PATE 
( Secrctnry) 

1:!l!!m!i 
Even if once oga.in the weathe r was inclement , Bill Lofts was in 

grea t form when he gnve tho s,econd pi r t of his article "The Saint at 

Fleetwa,.y House , " to an onthusinstic gathering at the Dollie Hill 

meeting on Sunda,.y, April 19th . When ho finished reading the article 

;there followed a long discuss i on and debate on "Tiie Saint" and Leslie 

Charteris . A most enjoyable period of the meeting . 

Another discussion vns on the subject of copyrights ; nice to be 

enligh t ened on se veral points that most of us were ignorant of . 

Bob Blythe, hos t of the meeting , was quizzed by Reuben Godsave , 

subject Nelson Lee and St . Frank' s . Result an e~c'!llent attempt by 

Bob, tho questions were really -very diffic:,ll t ind eed . 

Three games of 'BinBO' were conducted by Bob Blythe, winners - _ .... ,. .. ,_ .. ____ , ____ _ 
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Laurie Sutton, Tom Wright and Don Webster, 

Excellent reports were given by the two librarians, Roger 
Jenkins and Bob Blyth e , whilst Len Packman stat ed that good progress 
was being made with the Sexton Blake catalogue , 

The May·meeting will be held on Sundey , 10th, at Ben Litvak's 
re s idence , 58, Stanwell · Road, ASHFORD, MIDllLESEX, Phone l!X . 53609 , 
KindlY infom hos t if intending to be present, 

UNCLE Bl'l!JAMIN 

FOR CLUB SOCIAL SEX:JmrARIF.S 

The following i tens are clues to well-known characters in the old 
st ories, Social s ecretaries may like to put the questions at th eir 
next meetiD88 , and r e tain member's efforts unt;il tho following month 
when the solution will be published in C, D, The puzzle comes from 
Frank Hancock, lie shall be pl eased to publish th e names of thos e 
who ge t the most correct answers a t each club , 

1. A bl eak point of th e compass found at more than one llamil ton 
scho ol . 

2, His name gives a misl eading idea of his nn.tionallty , 
3 , Must often be tanpted to take aim and firo at hi s l eader , 
4 , Brightly coloured and found ·1n the undergrowth, 
5. We 'r e not told whether they do actually attend such places of 

worship ~~~ . 

6, Although his native land is far awsy his skin isn't of this 
colour. 

7. Queer fish to meet at the school gates, 
8, He most defini t el y is a cool one - each way , tool 
9, Were he a prefect he wotil.d hand these out indiscriminately among 

the fagsl • 
· 10 , His real name -is seldom mentioned, although such enclosures are 

common in the country . 
11, Should do w~ll . in the high jump at the echool sporte, 
12, His namesake in the fllrll\Yard is young, but he certainly isn 1t1 
13 , Sounds a fruity individual , 
14, Common bird - and natural ljabi .tat , 
15, Maiden lady, and a very proper n ever, 

.......................................... ,.. .................................................. ,,,.,_,,.., __ .. _,, __ ,,, __ ,,,.,_ .. ,,.,,,,.- -. 
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16. This plump ex-film star once made us chu ckle. Yes, that's 

right , it's 
17. Familiar evergreen, and its tough quality. 
1 s. There are always inquiring people ready to do this. 
19. Water logged ground in a menial oapacity . 
20. His are rather more restrained than some of his companions . 
21. Should be able to prepare a tasty meal in the study . 
22. Often does thi s , we hear , when th e thre e Tommies are aft"r him. 
23. Thi s unpop.tlar senior has taken a few hard ones at th e hands of 

our heroes l 
24. Probably wears one in vet weather when he goes out to lo ck up . 

The 
POSTMAN 
CALLED 

INTERESTING ITEMS FROM THE 
EDITOR'S LEl'TE t- BAG 

JOIDI TOMLINSON ( Burton--on
Trent}: In a list of St. 
Ji.m's character s in the 
1923 Holida:,:.Annual there 
is mebtioned one, Matthew 
Lucas . I have read macy 
St. Jim's tale s , both 
Hamilton and otherwise, 
but have never seen a 
mention of this individual. 

STAN KNIGHT (Cheltenham) : 
Re Mr. M. Hall Is comment 
conce rning the Wolf of · 
Kabul stories now appeSZ'
ing in Rover-Wizard . I 
r ead th ese some years ago, 
but thought 1 t was in the 
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ear l y 1950's , not the 1930's as he st:itos . I n fact I hove a few 
Wizards of 1955 featuring Wolf of K!lbul althoug h net the series 
featuring the "Sto neman Walks . " What a fine C.D . cove r by Henry 
Webb! 

JACK OVERHILL (Cambridge} : How things can e to mind with every fresh 
C. D. Tho references to aut hors and characters evoke all sorts of 
memorie s. Lately, in C. D. rtv e s een Coutt9 Brisbane's name mentioned . 
In 1922, I used t o tak e t he YELLOW MAGAZINE, a monthly which cost , I 
think , se venpence , in the hope of i t s cont ai ni ng a story of his , abo ut 
life on s ome othe r planet as a rul e ; so he must hove been well in the 
van of sc i ence-fict i on wr:i. t ers - exc l uding H. G. Wel ls , of cours e , who 
was on the go nearly thirty years earlier , and Jules Vern e , even 
before that . 

JULIUS LmNARD (Wi nsford} : llhy not a 2/6 monthly C. D. with two plll 
out supplements of Slad e School and Danny' s Diary? Daft i dea ? Not 
a t alH Think it over . 

BEN WHITER (London): Hearty congratul a t i ons on th e happy well -t imed 
mailing of the exce ll ent Spri ng Number of C.D. 

ROCER JDlKINS (Havant}: I was delighted with the new Sl ade s t ory . 
On reflect i on , I think it was because it featured th e two main ori gina l 
characters , and the story re volved round one of the ol d iap ers. You 
must pro duce more like that . 

JOHN WERNIIAI! (Maidstone} 
Why do th ese • othe r books I mean nothing to collectors and what is 

it in th e Ge"L.and Magnet that appeals? Lik e you I cannot even begin 
to guess. Why shou l d we expect t o understand genius ? Nobody 
r eal ised it during the greater per t of Frank Richards' lif e tim e . Let 
me quote from an article in the Horizo n, 1940 about another genius , 
not tha t it matt ers . "It tak es t ime fo r genius to become what it 
really is , Ta lent alone does not seem to have to undergo the same 
time process bef ore it can become ap par ent, Genius is at first like 
a tree that i s too vast fo r human s i ght , and not onl y is it possible 
for it to remain a long time unsee n in its en tirety, but a lso it may 
be seen in a distorting light and , on account of the way th e propor
tions of genius alt e r with time , will make its appearance only 
gradual ly, by means of " slow discarding of th e qual i ties f alse ly 
attribu ted to it in th e beginning . It can even change i n voryi,ng 
aspec t s within itself in ordor t o correspond to ne w deve lopn onts in 
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human society ; and it can am s hould be illumine d by th e whole of 
human expe ri ence poste ri or t o its historic al appeo.rnnce. 11 

LESLIE ROWLEY (Paris): Thank you for 
0

th e now Slad e sto ry , I . 
wonder if Mr, Buddl e would have consid er ed "Billy Bunter ' s BeTgnin" 
as a sub- s t ory if it had been p.iblished i.n the Goo!, Perhaps 
Marodi th should r ead th e Magnet as well as th e Gem, 

BOOKB I ND I NG 

ALL TYPES OF Biil DINGS UNDERTAJCffi: BOOKS REBOtnlD OR REPAIRED: 

QUALITY WOR KMA N SHIP 

3 HEATHERDENE CLOSE, MITCHAM, SURREY. Tel : MIT. 3837 

URG~TLY WANTED: G_em No, 799, Can anyo ne help? 

'l'O~I PORTER, 11 TIMBERTREE ROAD, OLD HILL, ~ · 

WAl\'TED: M<lgnet s Nos . 829, f!73, f!75, 882, 884, 888. s . o .L. No. 60. 

DR. R, \IILSON, 100 1 BROOMFIELD ROAD, GLASGOW I N, 1. 

RESULT OF GOO OF !WllLTONIA C<!IPEl'ITIO!l 

~ere was a very l arge en try for this litt l e contest , and we are 
indeb ted to reade rs whose ent husiasm has ma.de it such a succes s . The 
final order """ det enni ned by a sys tem of pcints , am that final order, 
n., det ennined by pop.il:ir vot e , is a s fo llow s , with the number of poi nt s 
obtained by each i n brackets : 
lat. z, (196) 2nd, i • ( 169) 
5th • .2.• (149) 6th , .§., (139) 

3rd, .2• (161) 4th , 1· (158) 

The Christmas ext ract (No, 2) was an easy winner, and held first 
pl ace thro\l8hout , One wonde rs whether plenty of entr ants were in -
flu enced by th ei r l ove for the Chri s tmas sto ri es , but it must be 
admitted that t he ex t rac t was a l togethe r del i ghtful , In pass ing; it 
was the only one which intrcd\.tced Bunter, which seems to be an answer 
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t o some peop l e who 11slam 11 th e famous Owl. 

Another item of note is thllt th e two St , Jim's ext racts come nt 
t he t ail, Was it th.,,t thes e extr ac t s wer e l ess wort~ - or was it jus· 
that Greyfri 3ra is more pop,lar thnn St , Jim ' s and that influ enced t he 
vote? Your guess i s as good as ours . 

Two competi t ors , who sent i n i dentical entri es , ti e for f i rst 
plac e . As a consequence of the ti e , we hav e incr eased the priz e of 
£1 t o 30/ - which will be divided , A r ... ittan ce fo r 15/ - ha s t he r efore 
been se nt to ecich of t he following : 

W, H, BROSTER, Primros e Cott oge , St one Lane , Kinver . 
R, J, GOOOAVE, 35 Woodhouse Rd, Leytonstonc , 
A book award i s se nt to each of th e following , whose entries cwne 

next in order of merit : 
BASIL ADAM, 28 Derwent St , Wes t Benwell , Newcns tl e , 
W, LISTER, 25 Burnside Avenue , Blackpool , 
No competitor sent in a correct lis t of the titl es from which th e 

extracts were taken , Many told us that t hey knew th em a ll a])"r t from 
No. :;, which oc tually came from th e famous Gem sto r y "Tom Merry 1 s 
Concer t Party" ( re printed as "Tom Merry's ~:el ody 1'.nke rs") , 

TOM ~lERRY i n "LOOK & LEARN" 
We under s t and thnt there is n lik e lih ood that some of t he S t, 

Jim ' s s t ories from th o G"" wi ll bo r eprinted in LOOK & LEARII st a rting 
in mid- summer. Providing the st ori es a r c not nl t e r ed or too -h ea vi.ly 
pruned , all r c.'.ldcrs will welc ome th e news. Furth e r a nnouncooionts in 
Collectors ' Diges t in duo course . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

GOOD-BYE, Mr, TAIL! 
Many or the hundreds or readers mo have vis it ed Excels i or House t n recent years 

w,111 re ca ll our gJant pus:or- eat.B lngo (Mr. Tan. as we ot t en called h1111;. Nr. Tatl ts 
gone - destroyed by the modem world in \ldli eh he ll ved . 

We dldn' t keep Hr . Ta il as a pet . He honoured us by consen ting to Uv e wi th us . 
Nr. Tall was a l ovely an tmal 1 and knew lt . Hts t hick coat was glo r tous in It s 
unusual mark i ng. His lon g t a11 was enormous. We alwaYs debated as to whether hi s 
rathe r may haYe been a SQulrrel. 

ttr. Ta ll was t estl dtous in his cleanli ness. Invar l ilbl.y he had a bath all over 
after every meal. Never onee 1 dur i ng the six year s he lived with us did he eve r 
dtsgrace himself t n the house. 

He would ea t nothing but EnglJ Sh pigs • 11ve r. We alwB,)'s knew tr our but che r 
cheated with roretgn ll ver - tor Mr. Ta ll wouldn•t con t emplate i t tor a iooment. His 
walght was trt1:1endous1 bUt he ,ras tit as a rtddle . ln the winter or 1962 he had 
pneumonia twlee . and cos t a sua ll fortune In vet's tee s . He was worth lt. 

Regal though he was. he was ar tectlon ate 1 and h l s i ntetlliie nce was amazing • 
. ,. .. .,,. .. , Yt~ercftfr, ,as , soon, 8.8 ,Your }'dtto r ,.started at , hl s,, t ypewrl t er 1 11ttr. , Ta ll , sauntered"' ""· 
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tnto the den. The tapp i ng ot the tYJ)eM"lter ,ras a l ways a s ign to Mr . Tall that the 
ed it or .shoul<l get him a meal. But 1esterde.y he <Udo't " ant a meai . He dtd $0i::iethlng 
he had never done be fore. He .sprang up on the edltor t al desk , p l ~ed hls "°1 through 
the QMs ot papers , and went t o the window. He had seen • Hndacfl working ln the front 
garden, and , as usual , wanted to j otn her . 'ff\e editor dtd something he had never Clone 
before. He opened th e window on t he f ront or th e house to allOl'I' 11r. Tall to pass 
Wough. Even as he did It , the ed t tor thought or the t ratfl c on the roads . But ttr . 
Tall se 1oom left the tront or th e house to go t n th e road, so tt was onl.y a pas.sing 
thOught. 

Just thre e minutes l a t er, ' Mad.am' was calling thot Hr. Tatl had been run over by a 
car . She gathe red hlm up and cradled ht m trt her ams. i tew minutes l ater h e died 
tn her 8l"llS . In death he was majestic and. dtgn trted as he had been In Ute . He tllfll1e 
no sound att er the accident. H1s love].y tur ax,wed no stgn ot daoa.ge. Jus t a tifl1 
spot o r blood on the end ot hi s nose . 

The l adY driver ot the car had stopped . She was c;lesperatel.Y sad. She drove 
Hadam and Mr. fa tl t o the vet. Just ln ease anything coo l d be done - t hough we knew ft 
couldn ' t• As Hr . Toll , aOOled ln Hadomts anns , YK!nt to th e car, hls glo ri ous t a ll 
was hang ing doim U kc a banner . They came back olong . Hr . Tatl was e:-emat ed 
yesterday. 

To-daY• Exce l s i or House seecs ecipty - ll t e l ess . 
11r. Tall , Uk e the old paper s we lov e so m.Jch, was the v l ct l m or th e age. tbere 

t s no l ongor MY rooc tn the maem world t or the Old paper s - or the Mr. TnH• s. 
They nre crcw.d.ed wt . 

The rush goes on, ever tncre o.st ng. What chance has any Hr. Ta ll M'lcn he ge ts , 
as he c:ust occt1.stonaJ.ly , aoong the rushing t.rat ttc pos stng between the ll nes ot parke d 
ear s. The th i ngs ,re l oved are gone t or ever t n tho t:l8d whirl o r the oodern world. 

ttr . Tatl ts gone - llke t he Ceo, the Nelson Lee , the ttagnet, and the rest. Like 
the e he h.ns left an eqi t y space. 

QJERT fR<:11 J OHN UPTON 

I hove of ten wondend ltlou t the l ii:i,ort.ant nnnounceaent that wos to have been ~e 
In •The Magnet• , No. 1683 , N'lfch, as It turned out , was the last issue or the paper . 
The E:dltor sa.ld:. • For sneral weeks now l have been worttne: at top pressure on a 
scheoe that l"fOUld have <()pealed to every Br tttsh boy ood girl . In t act , a ll prepara-
t1o~ b.n'e been I300.e and the machin ery was to be se t 1n moti on this week. Untort.Unatr 
l.)' , however , t.he acute pill)er Slorte.ge has forced ce to postpone the scheme until some 
tutu.re dote . • 1 t would 00 t nteresttng to know ,tint ,ro.s t n store t or Magnet reade rs. 
The Editor turther spoke or o. • p l easan t an-prtaefl - but ffilS tht s , In t ac t, to have been 
e turthe r ooalga.oatt on, li ke that or •Gem' md •Trluli)h'7 Has light been thrcffl on 
tbe schece tn c.o. tn the pas t? 

( I n next conth• a Di gest , Mr. w. 0., c .. Lot ts Z eds l1gb t on th.e above. -m.) 
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